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Rabbi Philip J. Bentley



Philip J. Bentley

6 Howard Avenue


New Hyde Park NY 11040


516-873-1814


Email PEARLEAF@optonline.net
GOAL 
Seeking career diversity to use my training and experience in new ways.   Opportunities to work with people and ideas in an academic or social advocacy environment. 

QUALIFICATIONS
Experienced institution and community based leadership for in excess of thirty years. Twenty-four years as a synagogue based rabbi. An educator, scholar, social advocate, writer and innovator. Trained in social services and mediation. Extensive experience working with community membership to build congregations, religious education programs and social projects. Stabilized congregations and recognized for leadership in community based projects. Successful grant writing and fund raising experience. Author of numerous articles on religious and political issues.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 


Current Status   My last position ended due to funding problems and the resultant restructuring.  Since leaving the Academy for Jewish Religion after March 2002 I have worked on a freelance basis filling in for Rabbis and Cantors, participating in academic conferences, teaching college Hebrew, lecturing and working on writing projects.

2001-2002 Dean of Admissions and Student Life, Academy for Jewish


Religion, Riverdale NY

Responsible for student recruitment, the admissions process, on-campus programs, and job placement services for students and alumni.

1993 - 2001
Rabbi/Principal, Temple Sholom, Floral Park, New York
A small but well established older synagogue  challenged by the  changing demographics of the local community. Successfully addressed decreasing memberships by active participation with the congregation and in the larger local Jewish community Developed programs attracting previously unaffiliated Jews into the temple membership. Fostered a transition of the "old guard" to a new generation of synagogue leaders.  

1991-93 Interim and transitional Rabbinic services including:

Cantor, Seaford Jewish Center, Seaford NY

Rabbi, Temple Beth Shalom, Santa Fe NM

1978-91
Rabbi, Temple Or-Elohim, Jericho, New York

Thirteen-year tenure. Turned around a declining and unstable congregation resulting in a 60 percent increase in membership and a growing reputation for community involvement.   Professionalized and improved the Religious School. Worked closely with the Cantor, religious school principal and lay leaders to introduce innovative programming including the development of a scholar-in-residence program, adult Bat Mitzvah and Parent-Child co-education. Developed fund-raising programs and took a leadership role raising funds to make the scholar-in-residence program possible.

1975-78
Rabbi/Cantor/Principal, Congregation Mikve Israel - Emanu-El, Curaçao, The Netherlands Antilles


Fulfilled a desire to serve an historic overseas Jewish community. Diverse leadership roles were required as the spiritual leader of this island community. Responsible as the Hazzan, educational director, and choir director.  In addition I was the official representative of the Jewish community on the island which meant a weekly television program, diplomatic functions, and other official roles.  Also served the Ashkenazi community to provide Rabbinical services when needed.
1973-75 
Director, B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation at The University of Denver, Denver, Colorado

First full-time Director of this Hillel. Established a campus Hillel House and created a full service organization to serve Jewish students and faculty of this major university community.  Responsibilities included fund-raising, preparation of funding applications to the local Federation and working with a lay board as well as various campus institutions.  

Other Professional Experience
Broad range of experiences, talents and training including administration, education, counseling, music, drama, social work, writing, and event planning.  

· 2003 Hebrew Instructor, C. W. Post College, Brookville New York 

· 1989 Spring Semester,  Instructor (part-time), Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Wyncote, Pennsylvania

· 1973-75 Instructor (part-time), The University of Denver

· 1967-68 Group Social Worker, Max Straus JCC, Chicago, Illinois

Communal Activities
Worked in Jewish Community Centers, Hillel, Federation of Jewish Philanthropies and overseas, as well as active in inter-movement organizations and projects.  A Klal Yisrael Jew.  Studied and worked with Rabbis and lay-people from all streams of Judaism.   

Synagogue Relations Commission, New York Federation of Jewish Philanthropies
•
Member, Board of Governors, (1984-90)

•
Co-chair, Task Force on the "Y" and Religious Institutions (1984-88)


•
Developed outreach program to facilitate communications between Y's and Synagogues


•
Led Programs for Rabbis on Jewish Education in the YMHAs

•
Member, Task Force on the Jewish Woman,  (1981-91)

•
Co-Chair, Conference on Nuclear Disarmament as a Jewish Issue

•
Member, Planning Committees for conferences on Jewish day care and on blended families.

The Reform Movement
•
Member, Social Action Commission of Reform Judaism (1986-91)

•
Member, Committee on Justice and Peace, Central Conference of American Rabbis (1982-87)

•
President, Long Island Association of Reform Rabbis (1985-87)

Other Organizations
•
President, Jewish Peace Fellowship (1988-1998)



Honorary President (1998-current)

•
Board Member, Long Island Alliance for Peaceful Alternatives (current)

•
Member, Board of Directors, Health and Welfare Council of Nassau County (1989-91)

•
Member, Long Island Council on Labor and Religion (1988-91)

•
Vice-President, Long Island Board of Rabbis (1989-91)

•
Member, Committee on Radio and Television, New York Board of Rabbis

(
Member, Board of the Jewish Labor Committee

Degrees and Ordination
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, New York


(DD, 1998


•MAHL and Ordination, 1973


•BHL, 1972

Shimer College, Waukegan, Illinois; AB (Social Sciences). 1966

Nondegree Courses of Study 
· 1992-94 Labor-Management Studies (Labor Relations Law, Negotiations Workshop, Methods of Conflict Resolution, Human Resources Management, Human Relations in The Workplace), State University of New York at Stony Brook, (Professional certificate awarded in Spring 1995)

· 1966-67Judaic Studies (History, Philosophy, Hebrew, Sociology), University of Manitoba, Winnipeg Manitoba, Canada, under the religious mentoring of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi

· 1990 “Classical Midrash and Aggadah”, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.


Selected Publications
· "The Two Messiahs", Journal of Reform Judaism, Summer, 1978

· Calendar for Liberal and Reform Jewry 5740 through 5751 (as editor), published by I.J. Morris Funeral Chapels

· "The Blessing of The Sun", Moment, March-April, 1981

· "Remarriage and The Synagogue", in A Generation of Service by I Trainin, 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York, 1983

· "Uncertainty and Unity: Paradox and Truth", Judaism, Winter 1984

· "Judaism and The Practice of Stewardship" (w/D. Ehrenfeld), Judaism, Summer 1985; anthologized in The Torah of Earth (A. Waskow, ed.) Jewish Lights Publishers, Burlington VT 2000

· "Living Liberation at a Passover Seder", Parabola, Spring 1989

· "When The Arrow of Business Pierces The Public Good", in Ecology & the Jewish Spirit (Ellen Bernstein, Ed.), Jewish Lights 1997

· "How To Deal with Enemies: A Survey of Rabbinic Sources", in The Challenge of Shalom (M. Polner and N. Goodman, eds.), New Society Publishers, Philadelphia 1994

· "Fixing The World", Fellowship, September/October 1996

· “Towards a Jewish Gaia Hypothesis”, CCAR Journal, Winter 2001 

· “Our Place in Creation: A View from the Jewish Tradition” in Toward a Global Civilization?  The Contribution of Religions (Patricia Mische and Melissa Merkling, eds.), Peter Lang, New York 2001

· “Pacifism – Now More than Ever”, Tikkun,  January/February 2002
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